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June 6, 2007

           NOTICE





ALL CSXT ENGINEERS
This is in regard to the Back Pay that will be paid on pay period ending June 1, 2007, pay date of June 15, 2007.

The Back Pay under the new Single System Agreement (CSXT Labor Agreement 1-023-07) is for the period of January 1, 2007 through April 20, 2007. The new rate of pay went into effect on April 21, 2007.

The Back Pay represents a 3% raise for all earnings during the period stated above, minus the COLA roll out per the National Agreement.

Please remember to add the amount on the separate check of $2500.00 you will be receiving at the same time. The SSA provides one raise of 3% effective January 1, 2007 and Bonus Pay for 2007, 2008 and 2009 in lieu of future raises payable in March of the following year. Also do not forget the $15/.15 provided by the SSA which represents an approximate 5% to 8% additional wage increase depending on the class of service you are working. 
It is important to remember that the issue of the COLA Rollout applied at the National level is a subject of dispute concerning our Committees and covered in Side Letter #25 of the SSA. It is our position that the only COLA Rollout applicable to our Committees is the January 1, 2007 COLA of .15, and this is the only amount that should be rolled out of our 3% raise and Back Pay.

The $4.96 that was rolled out at the National level should not apply to our Committees. This matter will be handled to a conclusion by our combined Committees and if successful, the $4.81 ($4.96 - .15) will then be added back to the base rates for all classes of service. This will entitle you to additional back pay. We will keep all informed as to the progress being made on this issue.
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Please be referred to the message from Payroll and Labor Relations below. You will be able to pull up a complete earnings statement of your back pay after noon today. There was a problem with the number of pages allowed per printout and this will be corrected. 

2007 BLET SSA - Article 1 - Retroactive Back pay for the period January 1, 2007 – April 20, 2007
The retroactive back pay due for engineers working under the 2007 BLET System Agreement dated April 25, 2007 has been run and the amounts are set to pay in the pay period ending June 1, 2007 for checks dated June 15, 2007.  The back pay is being paid on the same check as the regular pay period earnings. Employees will see the back pay entries on their earnings statements as soon as 2300 tonight (June 5, 2007) after the payroll close completes.
Every trip or claim that was due back pay is itemized with the original claim date and the net amount of the back pay paid and the amount displays on the earnings statements.  We estimate that the average earnings statement will print an additional 3 to 3.5 pages of detail.  In the event that the printing of the earnings statements affects field operations at locations where there are a large number of crews going on/off duty we have a contingency plan to stop producing the earnings statements.  If you receive any complaints please direct the calls to my attention.  My office phone and cell phone numbers are below.
Many of the amounts are very small dollars.  For you reference, please note that the 3% increase was applied to rates in effect June 30, 2005.  The June 30, 2005 rate base is the last rate that did not have COLAS applied.  The COLAS applied from July 1, 2005 through January 1, 2007 totaled $4.96 per day.
For “dollar rated claims (claims not paid based on miles or hours) the NET wage increase applied was .002.  For example, a BLET Sense claim (“SE”) that paid $261.75 before the back pay will receive an increase of $.52.
NOTE: We were not able to complete the back pay processing for Extraboard Guarantee Claims, Reserve Pool Claims and Daily Extraboard claims.  The total amount due on these claims should not be significant enough to create any hardship.  We will process the back pay in the next pay period.
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